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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
BUREAU  OF  BIOLOGICAL  SURVEY 


PROVISIONS  OF  FORDNFY-McCTMBER  TARIFF  ACT  OF 
PROHIBITING  IMPORTATION  OF  PLUMAGE. 


Par.  l4l9.  ....  That  the  importation  of  Birds  of  paradise, 

aigrettes,  egret  plumes  or  so-called  osprey  plumes,  and  the  feathers,  quills, 
heads,  wings,  tails,  skins,  or  parts  of  skins,  of  wild  Birds,  either  raw  or 
manufactured,  and  not  for  scientific  or  educational  purposes,  is  hereby  pro- 
hibited;  But  this  provision  shalLnot  apply  to  the  feathers  or  plumes  of  ost¬ 
riches  or  to  the  feathers  cr  plumes  of  domestic  fowls  of  any  kind;  Provided 
further .  That  Birds  of  paradise,  and  the  feathers,  quills,  heads,  wings,  tails, 
skins,  or  parts  thereof,  and  all  aigrettes,  egret  plumes,  or  so-called  os- 
prey  plumes,  and  the  feathers,  quills,  heads,  wings,  tails,  skins,  or  parts 
oi  skins,  of  wild  Birds,  either  raw  or  manufactured,  of  like  kind  to  those 
the  importation  of  which  is  prohibited  By  the  ;f  ore  going  provisions  of  this 
paragraph,  which  may  Be  found  in  the  United  Stakes,  on  and  after  the  passage 
of  this  Act,  except  as  to  such  plumage  or  parts  of  Birds  a  in  actual  use  for 
personal  adornment,  and  except  such  plumage,  Birds  or  parts  thereof  imported 
therein  for  scientific  or  educational  purposes,  shall  Be  presumed  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  seizure  to  have  Been  imported  unlawfully  after  October  3>  1913 > 
the  collector  of  customs  shall  seize  the  same  unless  the  possessor  thereof 
shall  establish,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector  that  the  same  were  im¬ 
ported  into  the  United  States  prior  to  October  3i  19^3 »  or  as  to  such  plumage 
or  parts  of  Birds  that  they  we  re  plucked  or  derived  in  the  United  States  from 
oirds  lawfully  therein;  and  in  case  of  seizure  By  the  collector,  he  shall  pro¬ 
ceed  as  in  case  of  forfeiture  for  violation  of  the  custom  laws,  and  the  seme 
shall  Be  forfeited,  unless  the  claimant  shall,  in  any  legal  proceeding  to 
enforce  such  forfeiture,  other  than  a  criminal  prosecution,  overcome  the  pre¬ 
sumption  of  illegal  importation  and  establish  that  the  Birds  or  articles 
seized,  of  like  kind  to  those  mentioned  the  importation  of  which  is  prohibit¬ 
ed  as  above,  were  imported  into  the  United  States  prior  to  October  3>  19l3> 
or  were  plucked  in  the  United  States  from  Birds  lawfully  therein. 

That  whenever  Birds  or  plumage,  the  importation  of  which  is  prohibited 
By  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  paragraph,  are  forfeited  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to  place  the  same 
’with  tne  departments  or  Bureaus  of  the  Federal  or  State  Governments  or 
societies  or  museums  for  exhibition  or  scientific  or  educational  purposes, 

But  not  for  sale  or  personal  use;  and  in  the  event  of'  such  Birds  or  plumage 
not  Being  required  or  desired  By  either  Federal  or  State  Government  or  for 
educational  purposes,  they  shall  Be  destroyed. 

That  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  Be  construed  to  repeal  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  of  March  4,  I313,  chapter  145  (37  Statutes  at  Large,  page  S4y) , 
or  the  Act  of  July  3 >  I9I0  (40  Statutes  at  Large,  page  755)  »  or  any  other 
law  of  the  United  States,  now  of  force,  intended  for  the  protection  or 
preservation  of  Birds  within  the  United  States.  That  if  on  investigation 
oy  the  collector  Before  seizure,  or  Before  trial  for  forfeiture,  or  if  at 
such  trial  if  such  seizure  has  Been  made,  it  shall  Be  made  to  appear  to  the 
collector,  or  the  prosecuting  officer  of  the  Government,  as  the  case  may  Be, 
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that  no  illegal  importation  ox  such  feathers  has  been  made ,  hut  that  the  pos¬ 
session,  acquisition  or  purchase  of  such  feathers  is  or  has  beer,  made  m  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  March  4,  1913*  chapter  145  (37  Statutes 
at  Large,  page  847),  or  the  Act  of  July  3,  1Q18  (AO  Statutes  at  Large,  page 
755)i  or  any  other  law  of  the  United  States,  now  of  force,  intended  for  the 
protection  or  preservation  of  birds  within  the  United  States,  it  shall  he  the 
duty  of  the  collector,  or  such  prosecuting  officer,  as  the  case  may  he,  to  re¬ 
port  the  facts  to  the  proper  officials  of  the  United  States,  or  State  or 
Territory  charged  with  the  duty  of  enforcing  such  laws. 

(Public  No.  3IS  -  67th  Congress,  approved  September  21,  1922.) 
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